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An analysis of the global market showed that mink, 2% by silver-black fox,
and 3% by other species account for 95% of fur production. The largest exporters
of mink fur (data for 2020-2024) remain Denmark (about 17 million pelts or 25—
30% of the global market), Poland (5 million pelts or 12-15%), and the
Netherlands (4 million pelts or 10-12%). Among the leaders, the United States
(10-11%) and China (6—8%) should also be noted. As for Ukraine, it exports
about 1 million mink pelts, and its share in global production is approximately
1%.

Over the past five years, fur farming worldwide has undergone significant
changes that have led to a reduction in pelt production. From 2020 to 2023,
production volumes decreased from 33 million to 15 million pelts. Among the
main factors affecting production, it is important to note the ban on industrial fur
farming in European Union countries (1, 2).

The aim of the study. To determine the dynamics of the controlled
population of foxes and nutrias in Ukraine, to identify regions of their
distribution, and to assess variability in reproductive performance.

Materials and methods. The State Register of Breeding Subjects in
Animal Husbandry for the period 2002-2024 was used to achieve the objective.
Comparative and analytical methods were applied.

Results of the study. Fur farms in Ukraine breed two color types of foxes:
silver and silver-black. The silver-black fox — the most common for cage housing
(black coloration with the presence of silver guard hairs on the back and sides)
was introduced into Ukraine in the 1960s—1970s. During this time, its biological
characteristics have been studied, and its line and genetic structure have been
developed (3-5).
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The main regions where the controlled population of silver-black foxes was
concentrated included four oblasts of Ukraine: Dnipropetrovsk, Lviv, Poltava,
and Kharkiv. Instability in maintaining breeding fox populations was observed at
the farm level. According to the State Breeding Register, reporting data were
submitted for only one year by PFE “Norka” in Dnipropetrovsk region (880
animals, including 112 males and 395 females in 2009) and by PE “Mag” in
Poltava region (306 animals, including 51 males and 255 females in 2003). The
longest-term improvement of breeding traits in silver-black foxes was carried out
by LLC “Halychkhutro” in Lviv region, which maintained an average of 790
animals over 9 years (minimum 614 animals in 2005 and maximum 1,143 in
2013), and by JSC Utkivske Fattening Farm in Kharkiv region, where the average
stock over 11 years was 430 animals (min = 360, max = 660). These farms had
the status of breeding reproducers.

The total controlled population of silver-black foxes over twelve years was
as follows: 2002 (370 animals, including 60 males and 310 females), 2003 (666
animals, including 111 males and 310 females), 2004 (360 animals, including 60
males and 300 females), 2005 (1,274 animals, including 135 males and 656
females), 2006 (976 animals, including 176 males and 800 females), 2007 (1,163
animals, including 170 males and 790 females), 2008 (1,112 animals, including
150 males and 695 females), 2009 (1,899 animals, including 245 males and 1,011
females), 2010 (1,095 animals, including 170 males and 899 females), 2011
(1,466 animals, including 216 males and 1,000 females), 2012 (1,499 animals,
including 222 males and 1,140 females), 2013 (1,143 animals, including 215
males and 928 females). Variability in the number of offspring per female per
litter ranged from 3.9 to 5.1 head.

A small population of silver foxes was also kept at the breeding reproducer
of CJSC APO Buzynske in Kyiv region in 2002 (138 animals) and 2004 (47
animals). Reproductive performance, measured as offspring per main female per
litter, showed low variability (4 to 5 head).

Nutria (Myocastor coypus) are most commonly raised for the production of
dietary and tender meat. Among the advantages of nutria is their high fertility (2.5
litters per year), which does not depend on seasonality (6).

The breeding population of nutria was maintained in Dnipropetrovsk region
(breeding reproducers: LLC AF “Olimpex-Agro”, LLC “Pryzma”) and Donetsk
region (breeding farm ALLC “Kindrativske”) for 11 years (2002-2012). The
dynamics showed that the nutria population during the study period had a wave-
like pattern, ranging from 510 to 11,750 animals. In 2002, the breeding
population of nutria was 1,342 animals (including 229 males and 1,605 females),
followed by: 2003 (1,220 animals, including 45 males and 290 females), 2004
(3,261 animals, including 229 males and 1,605 females), 2005 (8,021 animals,
including 780 males and 4,765 females), 2006 (11,707 animals, including 1,240
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males and 5,017 females), 2007 (11,707 animals, including 1,240 males and
5,017 females), 2008 (11,750 animals, including 1,100 males and 4,450 females),
2009 (510 animals, including 82 males and 305 females), 2010 (518 animals,
including 73 males and 308 females), 2011 (791 animals, including 105 males
and 498 females), 2012 (791 animals, including 109 males and 494 females).
During 20062008, the population belonged to a farm in Donetsk oblast.
Variability in the number of offspring per female per litter ranged from 5.0 to 7.0,
and annually from 10.4 to 28.0.

Additionally, in 2002 (ALLC “Kindrativske”) and 2003 (PE “Aston”) in
Donetsk region, Canadian nutria were kept. Their total number during the studied
years amounted to 5,196 and 3,800 animals, respectively.

Conclusion. The controlled populations of foxes and nutria are located in
five regions of Ukraine (Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Lviv, Poltava, and Kharkiv).
The number of breeding foxes and nutria during the study period showed a wave-
like pattern and depended on the specific fur farm. Valuable genetic material of
foxes was maintained in five breeding farms, and of nutria in four.
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MikpokiaiMaT TBapUHHUIBKUX MPHUMIIIEHb O€3MOCepeHhO BIUIMBAE HA
37I0pOB’Sl Ta TPOAYKTHUBHICTh XyJ00U, €HEproeeKkTUBHICTh 1 PEHTAOEIbHICTh
depmu. Ioro mapaMeTpu peryNIOIOTbCS JEpPKABHUMH i MiKHAPOJHMMH
CTaHJapTaMH, a  ONTHUMajbHI  3HAYEHHS  BHU3HAYAIOTHCS ~ HAYKOBUMH
pPEKOMEHIAIlIIMU 3 YpaxyBaHHSM BHIY, BIKy Ta ¢iziosorii TBapuH. [4, 12, 13, 14].



